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Forder Community Hall 

In 2006 it became obvious to the village of Forder, and to the Trustees of The Forder 

Community and Conservation Association,  FCCA, that the old scout hut, and then a 

chicken shed was no longer fit for purpose as a meeting place for village events. So, a 

group of them, led by Marianne and John  Beale set about raising money to replace the 

old hut with a community hall. Money was raised in a variety of ways, grants were 

obtained and in 2008 the new community hall, an oak framed building, was erected on 

the site of the old hut. 

Surrounding the community hall on three sides was  a ramp at the rear of the hut to 

allow disabled access and two balconies, one at the south end and one at the north 

end, both giving easy entrance to the hall. The balconies and the ramp were erected 

using tanalised decking, but in the 13 years since the hall was erected they had suffered 
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from  a lack of light and being close to a damp wall. They therefore needed replacing, as 

if left much longer, they would have become dangerous, especially to wheelchair users of 

the ramp at the rear. 

The Trustees of the FCCA set about raising funds and were able to secure grants to allow 

them to seek quotations from a variety of contractors, eventually deciding to use Julian 

Hall. Julian started work on the removal of the old decking on 21st March 2022, 

immediately after the hall had been used as a polling station for the Referendum on the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

The aim was to remove all the timber structure and replace it with a more durable 

construction using cement blocks, concrete joist hangers, concrete blocks on their back 

between the joist hangers and sandstone coloured paving slabs with  sensory warning 

textures on the steps. The balconies were to be replaced like for like with tanalised 

timber and the blockwork was to be faced with shiplap to blend with the existing 

building. 

Four weeks later, we have a completed job. Workmanship is of the highest quality and 

after some “weathering”, the new timbers will fade to match the originals and we will 

have a quality finished job that will probably outlast the building itself. 

Thanks to Saltash Town Council’s Community Fund’s generous assistance, the hall is back 

in full working order, safe, secure and looking very smart, hopefully for many years to 

come. 

The pictures set out below give some idea of the work as it progressed and of the quality 

of the finished job. 

 

 

The first day saw rapid 

progress as the old rotten 

timber was removed and 

piled up on the  brick 

paving at the north end of 

the hall. 
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Further proof that the removal was 

taking place at a rapid pace, far faster 

than the new would advance when the 

rebuilding phase began. 

 

 

The pictures above and to the right show the  

south end of the hall with the large double 

doors and large balcony now removed, 

which doubles as a “stage” for the village 

fete when announcements and prizes are 

given out. 

 

 

A view of the initial dismantling work 

undertaken on the first day to the sloping 

access ramp at the rear. Care had to be 

taken in this area because cables 

connecting sensors to the septic tank had 

to be managed, as well as vents and 

breathers, one of which can be seen on the 

left hand side. 
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“Thank You” banners  on the side of the 

hall. 

Information Board for 

passers by. 
Safety Fencing at the north end. 

Some of the paving slabs in place 

and the steps constructed at the 

north end. 
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The south end showing the block 

and concrete hangers used to 

construct the deck with paving 

slabs laid. Note the textured slab to 

advise of steps. 

 

The small and very neat  working and 

storage space used by the builders 

showing some of their equipment. 

A view of the south end 

about 10/12 days into 

the work, which shows 

the access ramp on the 

left which comes along 

behind the hall. 
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The rear access ramp almost complete, with 

breather pipe on left. 

Access ramp showing concrete 

blocks fitted between the “hangers” 

prior to having the screed and the 

paving slabs placed on top. 

 

More detail of 

“hangers”, blocks and 

slabs. 
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North end showing balustrade in place 

but without shiplap below to cover 

block work. 

South end with balustrade in 

place and the battens to take 

the shiplap fixed to the block 

work. 

 

North end nearly 

complete. 
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THE FINISHED JOB 
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